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Berman's Bag: Access Denied (Part 1 of 
2) 


by Sanford Berman, U*L Contributing 
Editor 


Like Motherhood and Apple Pie, 
everyone seems committed to "access." 


But that commitment doesn't always 
translate into practice. 


In U*L 116, I asked, "Why catalog? And 
suggested that "critical, creative 
catalogers within individual systems 
are the last and only bulwarks against 
the often error-laden, access- 
limiting...records produced by giant, 
distant, and essentially unaccountable 
networks and vendors." That was in 
2000. Nearly four years later, the 
scene remains much the same. Which is 
to say: dismal. 


The Library of Congress (LC) assigned 
one note ("Includes index") and two 
subject headings to Greg Palast's Best 
democracy money can buy: an 
investigative reporter exposes the 
truth about globalization, corporate 
cons, and high-finance fraudsters 
(Plume, 2003): POLITICAL CORRUPTION 
and CORPORATIONS—-CORRUPT PRACTICES. LC 
also mandated a title tracing. So, why 
kvetch about that? Well, these are 
some of the actual contents: "Jim Crow 
in cyberspace: the unreported story of 
how they fixed the vote in Florida" 
(on Black disenfranchisement), "The 
Bushes and the billionaires who love 
them," "California reamin': 
deregulation and the power pirates," 
"Globalization and its discontents" 
(concerning the IMF, WTO, and World 
Bank), "Inside corporate America" 
(including material on Wal-Mart labor 
practices and Wackenhut-run prisons), 
"Pat Robertson, General Pinochet, 
Pepsi-Cola and the Anti-Christ," and 
"Your turn-resources for action." 
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There's more, too. However, without at 
least a "partial contents" note and 
complementary subject analytics, no 
one finding the record would 
appreciate, for instance, that the 
volume contained potentially valuable 
information on the 2000 Presidential 
election, Bush family, Wa!-Mart, and 
energy deregulation, nor would anyone 
be able to make a successful subject 
search under those names and topics, 
as well as ANTI-GLOBALIZATION 
MOVEMENT, CORPORATE POWER, CORPORATE 
GREED (not yet a sanctified LC 
descriptor), AFRICAN-AMERICANS— 
FLORIDA-SUFFRAGE, and RACISM IN 
ELECTIONS (another form needing 
creation). 


In short, much of Palast's work has 
been rendered inaccessible by 
inadequate cataloging. A similar fate 
befell Sam Pizzigati's Greed and good: 
understanding and overcoming the 
inequality that limits our lives (Apex 
Press, 2004). LC's access points and 
note: 


Includes bibliographical references 
and index. 

1. Income distribution—United 
States. 2. Wealth—-United States. 3. 
Avarice—United States. I. Title. 


First, a turn-around title added entry 
for "Good and greed" might enhance 
access for searchers who get the 
actual title backwards (and who 
doesn't sometime?). Second, AVARICE, 
white indisputably Biblical and 
literary, should be replaced by the 
clearly more familiar GREED. Third, a 
full or partial contents note would 
have included some or all of these 
elements, importantly revealing much 
of the jumbo book's theme and tone: 


BOOK ONE: THE CASE FOR GREED 
WHY WE ‘NEED’ INEQUALITY 
For ‘Progress 
GREED AS AN INCENTIVE 
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For Justice 
THE GREEDY AS DESERVING 
For Sweetness and Light! 
THE GREEDY AS BENEFACTORS 
JOBS AND PAYCHECKS 
CHARITY AND COMPASSION 
CULTURE AND ART 
A CASE NOT MADE 


BOOK TWO: THE COST OF GREED 
THE PRICE WE PAY FOR INEQUALITY 
Economically 
THE INEFFECTIVE ENTERPRISE 
GRUESOME GROWTH 
Individually 
EXCESS. WITHOUT HAPPINESS 
PROFESSIONS WITHOUT PRIDE 
SPORTS WITHOUT WINNERS 
WEALTH WITHOUT HEALTH 
Socially 
A FRAYING SOCIAL FABRIC 
Environmentally 
AN IMPERILED NATURAL WORLD 
Politically 
A DYING DEMOCRACY 
A PRICE Too HIGH 


BOOK THREE: AN END TO GREED? 
ALTERNATIVES TO INEQUALITY 
HISTORIC STRUGGLES 
CONTEMPORARY OPTIONS 
Enter the Ten Times Rule 
A MAXIMUM WAGE? 
LIFE IN A TEN TIMES RULE 
AMERICA 
A STRATEGY FOR CHANGE 
LOOKING FORWARD 


And fourth, the subject treatment, 
although acceptable, could have been 
made immensely more useful and 
accurate by adding: 


4. Corporate greed. 

5. Executives—Salaries, etc. 
6. Chief executive officers— 
Salaries, etc. 
Inequality. 

Plutocracy, 

Maximum wage. 

0. Classism in tax policy. 


room 
ee 
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Pizzigati focuses entirely on 
"concentrated wealth" and its perils to 
democracy and society. What he 
proposes as a remedy is a "maximum 
wage," a "national ceiling on annual 
individual income that would rise if 
and only if the minimum wage rose 
first." That concept deserves a 
subject heading, as do PLUTOCRACY and 
CLASSISM IN TAX POLICY. At present, 
none of the three appears in LCSH. 
Nor, as earlier mentioned, does 
CORPORATE GREED. 


LC provided this note and subject 
access to Jeff Schmidt's Disciplined 
minds: a critical look at salaried 
OMIT SADT SEIT i battering. 
system that shapes their lives (Rowman 
~& Littlefield, 2001): — 


Includes bibliographical references 
and index. 

1. Professions—Social aspects— 
United States. 2. Professional 
education—United States. 3. Quality 
of work life-United States. I. 
Title. 


Not bad, huh? Again, not bad, but 
could be a lot better. Why not a 
searchable and clarifying note that 
cited salient chapters and sections?: 


Part One: Professionals 

1. Timid Professionals 
Trusted Cadre 
Hidden Curriculum 
Overview 

2. Ideological Discipline 
The Politics of Not Getting 
Political 
The Expert's Opinion 
When Does a Job Demand a 
Professional? 
Working Between the Lines 

3. Insiders, Guests and Crashers 
Jurors: Professionals for a Week 
Inadvertent Satirists 
"Real World" Credentials 

4. Assignable Curiosity 
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Directing the Professor's 
Curiosity 
A Government Agency Is a 
Government Agency 
5. The Social Significance 
Concealment Game 
Condensed Matter Physics 
Plasma Physics 
It Takes a Professional 
6. The Division of Labor 
Weakening the Individual 


Part Two: Selection 

7. Opportunity 
Dreams of Escape 
Opportunity to Escape 
A Life-and-Death Matter 
Ugly Scene at the Narrow Gate 
A Strategy for Showing Selection 
as a Political Process 
The Instrument of Selection 

8. Narrowing the Political Spectrum 
Before the Narrowing 
Metamorphosis and Unnatural 
Selection 
Admission Courses 
Qualification Research 
Employment 

9. The Primacy of Attitude 
The Convergence of Prejudgment 
and Score 

10. Examining the Examination 
Imposing a Social Framework 
Turning Tricks 
Time Pressure and Problem 
Fragments 
Technical Details, Naked 
Formulas and "Usefulness" 
The Elitist's Advantage 

11. Gratuitous Bias 
Bias-Necessary and Unnecessary, 
Hidden and Superficial 
Freudian Slips 

12. "Neutral" Voices 

13. Subordination 
Professionalism 
Conflicts with Employers 
Preprofessionals 


Part Three: Resistance 
14. Resisting Indoctrination 
Brainwashing and Resistance 


Number 132 Page 18 


15. How to Survive Professional 
Training with Your Values Intact 
Prisoner of War Resistance 
Confrontation or Obliteration 
My Own Case 
Individual Violence 

16. Now or Never 


Why not two title added entries for "A 
critical look.." and "Salaried 
professionals..."? And, to achieve 
greater findability plus fairness (to 
the work itself), why not specify 
subject access points for 


4. Professional workers—Self-help 
materials. 

5. Professional education bias. 

6. Employee resistance and 
revolts. 

7. Professions—Political aspects— 
United States. 

8. Professional education- 
Political aspects—United 
States. 

9. Hierarchical organization. 


Of course, assigning numbers 4, 5, 6, 
and 9 would first require establishing 
those headings! 


How did LC handle Nan Levinson's 
Outspoken free speech stories 
(University of California Press, 
2003)? Like this: 


Includes bibliographical references 
and index. 

1. Freedom of speech—United 
States-History. 2. Censorship-— 
United States-History. I. Title. 


The subtitle merited, but didn't get, a 
tracing. Likewise, there should have 
been a contents note that both 
declared who were the protagonists in 
these 20 stories and permitted keyword 
access to their names: 


part one: THE POWERS THAT BE 
1. I Pledge Allegiance: Rick 
Nuccio 
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2. A Matter of Conscience: Kwame 
Mensah 

3. Beyond Mere Dissent: Margaret 
Randall 

4. La Mordaza: Daisy Sanchez 

5. Point of View: Susanna Styron 


part two: FREELANCE VIGILANTES 

6. That Special Shimmer: Annie 
Sprinkle 

7. Something to Offend Nearly 
Everybody: Jan Critchley, Hans 
Evers, Ife Franklin, Maxine 
McDonald, Denise Marika, James 
Montford, Michael Willhoite 

8. The Seduction of Absolutes: 
Skipp Porteous 

9. Insubordinate: Penny Culliton 

10. Blame That Tune: Mike Diana, 
Paul Kim, Richard Taylor 


part three: BALANCING ACTS 
11. What Do You Mean I Can't Read 
Playboy? Steve Johnson 
12. The Public Trust: David Kern 
Epilogue: In Other Words 


Beyond the note and title tracing, 
subject searching might have been 


vastly enhanced by making 600 [Editor's 
note: the three digit numbers that appear in 
this discussion are MARC content 


designators] entries for at least the 
most prominent persons (e.g., Randall 
and Sprinkle); a 610 for Playboy, 
Styron's documentary film, In our own 
backyards: uranium mining in the United 
States, Diana's Boiled angel zine; and 
650 analytics identifying (and making 
reachable) a few of the particular 
kinds of issues and repression covered 
by Levinson, for instance: GOVERNMENT 
SECRECY, ZINES—CENSORSHIP, 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS, PERFORMING 
ARTS—CENSORSHIP, MURALS—CENSORSHIP, 
HOMOPHOBIA IN EDUCATION, and MEDICAL 
RESEARCH—CENSORSHIP. 


Here, juxtaposed and self-explanatory, 
are the LC CIP entry and my 
"Alternative" treatment for a 2003 
Down There Press title: 
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Library of Congress Cataloging-in- 
Publication Data 
Cornog, Martha. 

The big book of 
masturbation: from 
angst to zeal / 
Martha Cornog. 

Includes bibliographical 
references and index. 

ISBN 0-940208-29-6 

(trade paper) 

1. Masturbation— 
Encyclopedias. I. Title. 


Alternative Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Cornog, Martha, 1944 


The big book of masturbation: from angst 
to zeal. San Francisco, CA: Down There 
Press, copyright 2003. 

Illustrated with line drawings. 

“Multi-disciplinary compendium of source 
material and commentary...from law, 
medicine, sociology, linguistics, 
anthropology, psychology, psychiatry, 
religion, and history,” as well as literature 
and humor. 

PARTIAL CONTENTS: Language: 
meanings and words for masturbation. -How 
animals masturbate. -Philosophies of 
masturbation, by Alan Soble. -Modern 
Chris-tians and masturbation: ministering to 
single adults, by Harold Ivan Smith. - 
Educa-tion: basic information for all ages. - 
Sex therapy and enhancement. -Masturbation 
today. -Masturbation future. -Glossary. - 
Bibliography. 

1. Masturbation. 2. Masturbation— 
Religious aspects. 3. Masturbation—Humor. 
4. Masturbation (Word). 5. Masturbation— 
Public Opinion. 6. Masturbation—Moral and 
ethical aspects. 7. Masturbation—Social 
aspects. 8. Masturbation—Law and 
legisla-tion. 9. Sex education. 10. 
Masturbation—Study and teaching. 11. Sex 
counseling and therapy. 12. Erotophobia. I. 
Title. II. Title: Big masturbation book. III. 
Title: Book of masturbation. IV. Title: 
Masturbation book. V. Title. From angst to 
zeal. VI. Title: Angst to zeal. Vil. Down There 
Press. 


In retrospect, I'd now alter the first 
note to "Illustrated with cartoons and 
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comic strips," a more precise 
description, and add another topical 
heading: 


13. Masturbation in literature. 


The final added entry, for the press, 
represents a means to facilitate access 
to material produced by small, 
regional, and alternative publishers. 
Apex Press, cited earlier, deserves a 
similar tracing. 


Lastly two recent libsci tomes dealt 
extensively with the wanton and 
deliberate trashing cf books and 
libraries for ethnic and political 
reasons. Matthew Battles' Library: a 
unique history (W. W. Norton,, 2003) 
featured "Burning Alexandria" and 
"Knowledge on fire" as whole chapters 
(2 out of 7), while Rebecca Knuth, in 
her Libricide: the regime-sponsored 
destruction of books and libraries in 
the Twentieth Century (Praeger, 2003), 
discussed ethnocide in general and 
then its specific manifestation in 
such places as Nazi Germany, Serbia, 
Kuwait, China, and Tibet. In both 
cases, no note conveyed the scope or 
particulars of the books' content. And 
in both instances—although Knuth's 
study did get CENSORSHIP-HISTORY and 
LIBRARIES--CENSORSHIP—HISTORY 
headings—no subject access was 
permitted by means of the much more 
relevant BOOK BURNING and LIBRARIES-— 
DESTRUCTION AND PILLAGE. (Granted, 
"Destruction and pillage" has so far 
only been authorized as a subdivision 
under wars, but appears to be 
appropriate under LIBRARIES, too.) 
Where desired, either or both of these 
suggested descriptors could be 
assigned with geographical subheads. 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION (CHINA) would also 
fit the Knuth volume, which further 
demanded a subject tracing for 
ETHNOCIDE. 

(Incidentally, I recommended Schmidt's 
opus in U*L 125 and Too much: a 
quarterly commentary on capping 
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excessive income and wealth, edited by 
Sam Pizzigati, in U*L 119.) [Editor's 
note: Part 2 of this article will appear in 
U*L 133.] 


Sanford Berman, U*L Contributing 
Editor, 4400 Morningside, Edina MN 
55416. 


Have You Helped a Teen Today? 


Young Adults Present, Challenging, Yet 
Rewarding Opportunities for Staff 


Here's a scenario to consider... a 
16-year-old boy walks into your branch 
wearing all-black clothing and a lip 
ring. Will you approach him with an 
open mind if he seems confused or has 
a question? If you would, then kudos 
to you; if you wouldn't, keep reading. 


Teen library patrons often present a 
unique challenge to Library staff. As 
Midtown Carnegie Branch Reference/ 
Young Adult Assistant Mary Ann Garrett 
explained, teens haven't changed that 
much in the past 50 years. They are 
trying to understand the world, and, 
although packaged in an adult body, 
they are still unsure of 
themselves...especially when it comes 
to asking for help from adults at a 
library. 


"Respect issues work both ways," says 
Republic Branch Assistant Julie 
Rhodes. The complaint that many adults 
make in general about teens is that 
they display a lack of respect. Often, 
this is just an erroneous perception. 
Quiet or evasive teens are often 
unsure of themselves. A judgment-free 
interaction is positive for both staff 
and the teen patron. 


"Appearances are deceiving," says 
Library Station Reference Associate, 
David Freeman, a former middle school 
teacher. The "goth" (short for gothic) 
look discussed in the scenario above 
is common among young adult males. 


